
Dear

      I am running the Marine Corps Marathon with "Team Travis and Brendan" on October 30, in Washington D.C. to raise funds for the Travis Manion Foundation.  I am committed to doing this to honor 1st Lt. Travis Manion, a heroic young Marine who gave his life in Iraq while saving his unit in Fallujah, and his Naval Academy roommate, Navy (SEAL) Lt. Brendan Looney who was killed last September in Afghanistan.  Today, they are buried side-by-side in Arlington National Cemetery and we run to honor them and all of our men and women in the Military.

     Your donation will enable the Travis Manion Foundation to continue their mission to "Honor the Fallen by Challenging the Living."  This mission is accomplished in the following endeavors:

· Character Does Matter- Inspired by Travis’s words “If not me, then who…” this youth leadership program is designed to help young people understand the vital role they can play in America’s future by leading a life of character and leadership.  The program is presented annually to more than 85,000 young Americans.  Speakers use relatable stories to show students that little choices they make every day can have a huge impact on their lives.

·  Challenge Grants- Designed to allow survivors to honor their loved ones, like 14-year-old Maddie, the daughter of a Fallen Hero, who struggles with math in school.  A Challenge Grant funded her summer math enrichment program she passed with flying colors and after which she told us: “thank you for creating this very special program that has helped change my life and for letting me do it to honor the memory of my dad who I loved and lost.”

· 9/11 Heroes Run- This year the Foundation hosted over thirty-five 5K 9/11 Heroes Runs around the world to challenge Americans to run, volunteer, donate, cheer, but most of all to honor the more than 9,000 Fallen American  Heroes since 9/11.  May we never forget.  Proceeds from the race benefit the Travis Manion Foundation and local first responder charities in each community where a race is held.

The Foundation also hosts and fully funds a TAPS Good Grief Seminar for Families of the Fallen, helps fund Fellowships for wounded veterans in partnership with the Mission Continues, has provided over $200,000 in scholarships, and hosts and annual Operation Care Package Event.

     Please, help me support this wonderfully ambitious mission.  Any contribution you choose to make will be greatly appreciated.  A gift of $100 or more will put your name on my race day shirt.  You can contribute on the MCM section on the TravisManion.com website under my name, or send a check made out to the Travis Manion Foundation with my name in the memo section.  It is a privilege and an honor to be part of this Foundation and to walk with "Team Travis and Brendan" in this exciting, historic Marine Corps Marathon.

     For more information on the Foundation and great videos to watch please visit TravisManion.com.


